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At Milton Keynes Academy we have created a broad and balanced curriculum which is 
designed to cater for all students to progress to Sixth Form or College, University, 
apprenticeships, and employment.  We regularly review the curriculum to ensure that it 
is meeting the needs of all our students. Choosing the most appropriate and relevant 
courses which will lead to successful outcomes at the end of Key Sage 4 for your child 
is a critical stage in their school career.  We hope that you find the information in this 
booklet, along with the Options Information on our school website, helpful.  
 
The deadline for students to complete their Options Form is Friday 27th March; our 
staffï including subject teachers, tutors and our senior leadership team- are also of 
course available to offer support and guidance in this important and exciting phase.  

Welcome 
This booklet is designed to provide all the information you and your child will need as 

they enter the next important phase of their educationΦ 

The Key Stage 4 Curriculum 
 
Our KS4 curriculum offer is divided into core curriculum and option subjects.  All students 
at Milton Keynes Academy follow the same core curriculum and then select up to four 
additional option choices to complete their full curriculum offer. 
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All students at Milton Keynes Academy follow a core curriculum consisting of the 
following GCSE subjects: 
 

* English Language 
* English Literature 
* Mathematics  
* Combined Science (double award) 
 
As well as: 

 
* Physical Education (non-examined) 
* PSHE include RS (non- examined) 
* Religious Education (non-examined) 
 

These subjects are not optional and therefore do not appear on the options formΦ  

The Core Curriculum 

Options  
In addition to the core curriculum, students follow a guided options curriculum, selecting 
up to four additional option subjects.  All students are expected to pick a Humanities 
subject, Geography or History. Students may opt to study both.   
 
We do not insist that students choose a Modern Foreign Language GCSE, although for 
those who have a secure foundational knowledge in French or Spanish at Key Stage 3 
we would of course encourage them to consider the courses carefully with the support of 
their subject teachers.  
 
A smaller proportion of students will be invited to follow our Exam Support Pathway. 
This route allows students who need it more capacity to focus on achieving the greatest 
exam success in the core subjects and their three options subjects.  

 
 
 

EǂċůШÉƨƓƓŸƖƣШÂċƣőƽċǃEǂċůШÉƨƓƓŸƖƣШÂċƣőƽċǃ  

If we believe this specialised pathway is right for your child, we will arrange an individual 
appointment with you and your child to discuss this in more detail.   

The Exam Support Pathway is made up of the core curriculum, three option choices 
and an additional guided option of Access which includes additional support for literacy 
and numeracy. This is designed to support learners to be successful across all of their 

subjects. 
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When options forms have been completed and returned we will review the options 
choices for all students and contact families where further discussion is required. 
 
Please follow the guidance on the form very carefully. Students are asked to select 
four option subjects and two reserve subjects.  Every effort is made to ensure that 
students can follow their first choices but there are some occasions when this is not 
possible.  This may be because a course is over-subscribed and places are limited, or 
because a course cannot run due to insufficient take up, or because of clashes in the 
timetable blocks.  Contact will be made with a student in the event that a reserve 
subject needs to be allocated.  
 
 

The Options Form 
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Your Guide to Qualifications 
The Milton Keynes Academy offers a wealth of optional GCSE qualifications. GCSEs are 
mainly assessed by examinations taken at the end of the course. There are exceptions to 
this in certain practical subjects such as Art, Textiles, Graphics, Food and Nutrition  and 
Sports Science.  
 
Our GCSE offer is complemented by a broad range of Vocational qualifications. 
Vocational qualifications offer a combination of non-examined assessment (coursework 
completed in exam conditions) that is assessed by the teacher and verified by the exam 
board as well as at least one examined component. 
 
All qualifications are categorised by a level that is aligned with study in schools, colleges 
and universities. At Key Stage 4 the vast majority of students follow Level 2 
qualifications. 

GCSEs Grade System BTEC Grade System Qualification Level 

9 
Distinction* 

Level 2 
Qualifications 
Grade 4 at GCSE 
(Level 2 Pass for 
BTEC) is considered 
to be a standard pass 
and Grade 5 at 
GCSE (Merit for 

BTEC) to be a strong 
pass. 

8 

7 Distinction 

6 
Merit 

5 

4 Pass 

3 

Level 1 Grading Level 1 2 

1 
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GCSE English Language is an important foundation for many of the courses you may 

take in employment or further education, and a requirement for many university courses.  

It is a core subject, which helps you to develop your powers of self-expression and 

improve your reading and writing. It is a qualification essential for your future school and 

university studies, but it is also a skill you will make use of in all aspects of your life.   

GCSE English Language is designed to develop and enhance personal skills of reading, 
writing, speaking and listening, and to encourage learners to be inspired and empowered 
by following a broad, coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study. It will prepare 
you to make informed decisions about further learning opportunities and career choices, 
to read critically, and to use language to participate effectively in society and 
employment. 

GCSE English Language covers a wide range 
of basic language knowledge and skills.  It will 
allow you to develop a good understanding of 
a wide range of texts from the 19th, 20th and 
21st centuries, including literature and literary 
non-fiction as well as other writing such as 
reviews and journalism.  You will have the 
opportunity to read and evaluate these texts 
critically and make comparisons between 
them, as well as summarising and 
synthesising information or ideas.  
 
You will use knowledge gained from wide 
reading to inform and improve your writing, 
being able to write effectively and coherently 
using Standard English appropriately.  You will 
develop your use of grammar and punctuation 
as well as acquiring and applying a wide 
vocabulary, grammatical terminology, and 
linguistic conventions for reading, writing and 
spoken language.  
 
 

The course requires you to sit two exam 
papers.  The first is a Creative Writing and 
Reading exam.  Paper 2 explores the Writerôs 
viewpoints and perspectives. 
 
You will also sit a Spoken Language 
Component which involves an independent 
presentation which is videoed and submitted to 
the exam board.  

GCSE 

English Language 

What topics do I cover? How will I be assessed? 

Almost all jobs and careers require you to 
have GCSE English Language.  The skills 
and knowledge that you will learn through the 
qualification will ensure that you are prepared 
for life.  
 
There are several careers that would directly 
lead from studying this course, which include 
law, teaching, journalism, Public Relations, 
marketing and job roles within the media. 

How will this course 
help me in the future? 
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You will need to be able to engage with the 

complex language of 19
th
 and 20

th
 Century 

non-fiction. Reading non-fiction such as 

blogs, reviews, opinion articles and 

biographies now will help this.  You will need 

to also understand a range of structural 

features; reading fiction will support this. 

 

Reading, reading, reading!  Please do not 
under-estimate the power of this.  It broadens 
your vocabulary; it enables you to create 
powerful imagery; it gives you an insight into 
emotion, tone and mood.  This is key to your 
success in this paper. 

What do I need to do to 
prepare for this course? 

Anything else I need to know? 

How do I find out 
more information? 

You can visit the AQA GCSE English Language 

specification, which can be found here: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/
english-language-8700 
 

Other useful websites include: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zc 
bchv4  

ñThe development of language 

is part of the development of 

the personality, for words are 

the natural means of  

expressing thoughts and       

establishing understanding  

between peopleò 

Maria Montessori  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4
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GCSE English Literature is important in everyday life because it connects individuals with 
larger truths and ideas in a society.  Literature creates a way for people to record their 
thoughts and experiences in a way that is accessible to others, through fictionalized 
accounts of the experience. 

This is a core subject which all students are expected to study at 
GCSE level.  As part of this course, you will read the following core 
texts: 
 
An Inspector Calls by JB Priestley 
Macbeth by William Shakespeare 
A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 
Power and Conflict Poetry anthology (provided by AQA) 
 
This course allows you to access and develop a wide range of basic 
language knowledge and skills.  These include understanding a 
word, phrase or sentence in context, exploring aspects of plot, 
characterisation, events and settings, and distinguishing between 
what is stated explicitly and what is implied. 
 
You will be able to identify the theme of a text, as well as being able to support a point of view by 
referring to evidence in it.  You will be expected to understand writersô social, historical and 
cultural contexts and use this to make informed personalised responses that derives from 
analysis and evaluation of the text.   
 
You will be able to analyse and evaluate how language, structure and form contribute to quality 
and impact, as well as using linguistic and literary terminology for such evaluation.  You will 
compare and contrast texts, writing effectively about literature for a range of purposes.  

GCSE 

English Literature 

What topics do I cover? 

ñThe answers you get 

from literature 

depend on the        

questions you poseò 

Margaret Atwood 
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You will sit two exam papers.  Paper 1 
focuses on Macbeth and A Christmas Carol.  
You will receive an extract and will need to 
make links to the wider text.  
 
Paper 2 involves you writing an essay 
response to An Inspector Calls, as well as 
writing a response to two of the conflict poems 
and two unseen poetry questions. 

How will I be assessed? 

Almost all jobs and careers require you to 
have the skills you will develop studying 
GCSE English Literature.  You will develop 
the ability to read critically, paying careful 
attention to detail. By considering content 
from a range of different perspectives, you 
will also be developing your interpersonal 
skills, and empathy.  
 
There are several careers that would directly 
lead from studying this course, which include 
law, teaching, journalism, psychotherapy, 
advertising, and a wealth of creative jobs in 
the media.  

Pre-reading the set texts or researching them 

would be of benefit. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zc 
bchv4  
 
https://www.sparknotes.com  

You can visit the AQA GCSE English 

Literature specification, which can be found 

here:  

https://www.aqa/org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/
english-8702/specification  

Literature helps us to broaden our 
understanding of the world. Literature makes 
the reader visit places, experience events, 
meet people, listen to them, feel their joys 
and sufferings. It takes years to acquire so 
much wisdom that a single book 
of literary merit instils in a 
reader. Literature can present us with a 
window from which to learn about a broad 
spectrum of subjects.  

How will this course 
help me in the future? 

What do I need to do to 
prepare for this course? 

Anything else I need to 
know? 

How do I find out 
more information? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4
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Maths is a necessary life skill that is essential in our daily lives.  In addition to the subject 

specific knowledge and skills, you will develop the ability to logically solve difficult 

problems, working both efficiently and effectively.  It will also help you to think creatively 

when encountering problems for the first time. 

When recruiting new staff, employers look for transferrable skills in problem solving, 

analysis, data handling and communication, to name just a few. These are useful in any 

job, and all of them are gained from studying Maths. Maths helps students to 

communicate complicated ideas clearly and precisely, avoiding misunderstandings. 

 

Maths is a subject essential to progress in further education.  A good grade in Maths 

GCSE is needed for entry into Sixth Forms, as well as almost all college courses.  In 

addition, a good pass in Maths can also help to get you a university place, especially the 

more technical and sought after courses. 

 

Finally, Maths links into many subjects, especially Physics, Chemistry, Music, Computer 

Science and Business.  A good foundation in Maths will help you do well in these 

subjects. 

Maths GCSE is a core subject. 

GCSE Mathematics covers a wide range of 
knowledge, skills and understanding of 
mathematical methods and concepts.   These 
are grouped into the key areas of Number, 
Ratio & Proportion, Algebra, Geometry & 
Measure, and Statistics & Probability.  

Mathematics GCSE is a linear course.  This 

means you do all the exams at the end of 

Year 11.  It therefore does not involve any 

coursework or controlled assessments.  The 

examination is made up of three 90-minute 

papers, each worth one-third of the total 

marks.  One of the three papers is non-

calculator and the remaining two allow the 

use of a calculator. 

There are two tiers for the final examination ï 

higher and foundation.  You will be entered 

for the tier that gives you the greatest chance 

of achieving a good grade. 

At MKA we follow the specification and 
exams created by AQA, one of the main 
exam boards. 

GCSE 

Mathematics 

What topics do I cover? How will I be assessed? 



 мм 

 

For most employers, having a good grasp of 

maths puts you ahead of other applicants; from 

designing games to plumbing, midwifery to 

engineering, maths opens doors.  

Learners achieving grades 7 - 9 are well 

equipped to continue their studies in Maths at 

A-level. 

Other courses (both Sixth Form and College) 
with a mathematical content may also require a 
minimum grade at GCSE.  You should make 
sure that you discuss this with the relevant 
subject teacher/course provider, so that you 
are clear of the grade that you need to reach. 

In Year 10, we will build on the 

mathematical skills and techniques that 

you have been taught in KS3, so 

revise many of the topics that we 

have covered in Year 9. 

All students will need a scientific 
calculator and a geometry set.  It 
is important to have this 
equipment from the start of the 
course so that you can use it 
during Years 10 and 11.  That 
way you will walk into your final 
exams confident in how to use 
both your calculator and other 

tools. 

Remember, Maths GCSE is a compulsory core 

subject which you will study in Year 10 and 11.  

You will work towards a higher or foundation 

tier based on your ability and performance.  

Students in each tier will follow specific 

programmes tailored to their ability with regular 

formal assessments.  

The highest grade on the foundation tier is 5 
and for the higher tier, it is grade 9. 

How will this course 
help me in the future? 

What do I need to do to 
prepare for this course? 

Anything else I need to 
know? 

How do I find out 
more information? 

AQA website: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics-
8300/specification 

ñThe only way to 

learn mathematics, 

is to do  

mathematics.ò 

Paul Halmos 
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Science affects every aspect of our lives from understanding and protecting our environment to 

understanding medical information, how buildings are built, cars work and the fundamentals of 

technological development.  Science is the building blocks of understanding the world around us 

and can provide numerous job opportunities in the future.  

This is a core subject, meaning all students will access this course, unless they are 
recommended to choose the Triple Science option.  This course covers all the key scientific 
knowledge that students would need to know to access A-level courses in the future.   

The Biology content covers core 
understanding of Cell biology, Organisation, 
Infection and Response, Homeostasis and 
Response, Inheritance, Variation and 
Evolution, and Ecology. 

In Chemistry, students cover Atomic 
Structure and the Periodic Table, Bonding, 
and the properties of matter, Quantitative 
Chemistry, Chemical Changes, Energy 
Changes, The Rate and Extent of Chemical 
Change, Organic Chemistry, Chemical 
Analysis, and Chemistry of the Atmosphere.  

In Physics, students learn about Energy, 
Electricity, Atomic structure, Forces, Waves, 
Magnetism and Electromagnetism. 

There are 6 exams that are completed at the 
end of the two-year course: two exams in 
Biology, two exams in Chemistry and two in 
Physics. They are all worth 60 marks and are 
1 hour and 15 mins long.  

Students also complete a number of practical 
activities as part of the course which will be 
done during lessons. 

GCSE 

Combined Science 

What topics do I cover? How will I be assessed? 

Science creates many opportunities to 
students.  Medicine, health, engineering, 
architecture and environmental science are 
all fields that are growing and changing as 
time progresses.  It is an area where 
industries are searching for talented and 
qualified individuals to take on roles and 
where employment rates among graduates 
are high.  The skills you will develop through 
your lessons are transferable and highly 
valued.  

This is a compulsory course and you must 
complete the Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
aspects of the course.  You will be awarded 2 
GCSE grade equivalents at the end of the 
course but they will be awarded together 
under the bracket of ócombined scienceô.  

How will this course 
help me in the future? 

Anything else I need to 
know? 
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Students have been completing the first part of 
the course (the fundamentals) in Year 9 
lessons, and this provides a good foundation 
for this course. In Year 10 students will explore 
more specific and challenging content whilst 
recapping some of what has been studied 
previously. All students should ensure that 
they complete Year 9 studies to a high 
standard and revise the content regularly to 
ensure they are prepared for scientific studies 
in Year 10.  

What do I need to do to 
prepare for this course? 

The AQA GCSE Combined Science 

specifications can be found here: 

  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/

combined-science-trilogy-8464 

  

BBC Bitesize, Seneca and Sparx Science also 
have subject specific content on them that 
students can look at in advance to see what 
you will be working on during this course.  

How do I find out 
more information? 

ñScience is not only a  

disciple of reason, but 

also one of romance and 

passionò 

Stephen Hawking 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464
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Laser surgery, looking for life in a meteorite from Mars, cable and satellite television, the 
internet, gene therapy...  These are just a few of the things we take for granted in our 
times, markers of the late 20

th
 and early 21

st
 centuryôs scientific and technological 

revolution.  Science has changed the way we work, communicate, and view the world. 

You will study three separate sciences 
gaining three GCSEs: GCSE Biology, GCSE 
Chemistry and GCSE Physics. You are 
awarded individual grades for each of the 
three sciences.  

Students who select Triple Science will study 
all the content from the Biology, Chemistry, 
and Physics disciplines of GCSE combined 
science, but with added extra material in 
each discipline. For example, in Physics you 
will study an astronomy unit, which explores 
ideas about the solar system, life cycle of 
stars and discussing evidence for the origin 
of the universeΦ 

There are six exams, each 1hr 45 minutes 
long. Each exam will cover half of the content 
for that subject, i.e. 2 papers each for 
Chemistry, Biology, and Physics. The exams 
all follow the same format regardless of 
subject or tier. There will be a mixture of 
question types which will include multiple 
choice questions, short answers, and longer 
extended answers worth up to 6 marks.  

Although this suite of qualifications includes 
both Foundation tier and Higher tier papers, it 
is expected that all students will have the 
aptitude to sit the higher tier papers and be 
aiming for grades 5-9.  

  

You will receive a grade between 1 and 9 for 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics GCSE.   

GCSE 

Triple Science 

What topics do I cover? How will I be assessed? 
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Asides from pursuing subjects at A level, 
University and beyond, there are countless 
careers including medicine, engineering, 
pharmacy, tree surgery, research, 
hairdressing... the list really is endless!  Follow 
the link below for some ideas of where science 
can take you! 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/zjb8f4j/
jobs-that-use-science/1 

You will be provided with all materials to use 
in class, including all practical materials.  In 
addition to this you will have access to Sparx 
Science, though you may wish to purchase 
revision guides for use at home.  These are 
sold by all bookshops and some online 
retailers. 

Triple Science requires a huge amount of 
commitment and you need to be willing to 
complete independent study outside of the 
classroom. Students wishing to do separate 
sciences should be targeted at least grade 6 
in English, Maths and Science. 

How will this course 
help me in the future? 

What do I need to do to 
prepare for this course? 

Anything else I need to 
know? 

How do I find out 
more information? 

You can visit the AQA GCSE Science 
specifications, which can be found here: 
 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/qualifications  

ñNothing in life is to be feared, 

it is only to be understood. 

Now is the time to understand 

more, so that we may fear 

lessò 

Marie Curie 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/zjb8f4j/jobs-that-use-science/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/zjb8f4j/jobs-that-use-science/1
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse
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Studying Geography is important because it allows us to understand what it is like living 
in our physical and human world. It can provide us with insight into the challenges we 
face everyday and how we respond to these challenges. These challenges can include 
earthquakes, flooding, and deforestation. 

This course offers a wide variety of topics and skills.  It has three examined units.  
 
Unit 1: Living with the Physical Environment: In this unit you will study the challenges 
of natural hazards, from tectonic hazards to climate change. You will investigate the living 
world and how ecosystems, tropical rainforests and hot deserts function. Finally, you will 
explore the UKôs physical landscapes, including coastal and river landscapes. 
 
Unit 2: Challenges in the Human Environment: This unit allows you to investigate 
urban issues and challenges including favelas, the changing economic world and 
resource management. 
 
Unit 3: Geographical Application: You will be asked to apply your critical thinking and 
problem-solving through a task centred around a current issue. You will take part in 
fieldwork, which will include a physical and a human study. Throughout the course you 
will also be focusing on developing your geographical skills including graphical, numerical, 
statistical and data skills, all of which allow you to become a good geographer. 

GCSE 

Geography 

What topics do I cover? 

ñThe truth is: the natural 

world is changing. And we 

are totally dependent on 

that world. It provides our 

food, water and air. It is 

the most precious thing 

we have and we need to 

defend it.ò 

Sir David Attenborough  


