
Year 10 Geography Autumn 1 – Paper 1 Section A Natural Hazards 

Geography homework will be set every week on Seneca. 

Key Word  Meaning  

Abiotic Non-living components of an ecosystem. 

Adaptation 
Adjustments to organisms to improve their chance of survival in a particular 
environment. 

Agriculture Farming 

Air pressure The force from the weight of the air above us. 

Algal bloom The overgrowth of algae, often caused by eutrophication. 

Appropriate technology 
Using cheap, sustainable and available materials appropriate to local low-
income communities. 

Arid Very dry and without enough rain for plants. 

Biodiversity The number of different species living in an ecosystem. 

Biomass Living organic material 

Biotic Living components of an ecosystem. 

Buttress roots Large, wide roots at the base of a tree. 

Canal A man-made waterway used to transport boats or water for irrigation. 

Carbon sink 
A natural environment that absorbs carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, e.g. a 
forest or ocean. 

Climate graph 
A graph showing monthly precipitation using bars and monthly average 
temperature using a line graph. 

Commercial farming Large-scale farming for profit. 

Consumer An organism that gets its food from eating another organism. 

Crop yield The amount of plant the farmer harvests. 

Debt reduction 
Cancelling part of a country’s debt in exchange for protecting the tropical 
rainforest. 

Decomposer Organism that breaks down organic material, returning nutrients to the soil. 

Deforestation The widespread clearance of forested land. 

Desertification The gradual change of fertile land into desert. 

Development 
The progress a country has made in terms of economic growth, use of 
technology and human welfare. 

Drip irrigation 
Where water drips slowly onto the ground from pin-sizer holes in a hose lying 
on top of the soil. 



Drip-tip leaves Leaves with a pointed end which allows water to quickly shed. 

Drought Prolonged below-normal precipitation. 

Ecosystem A natural system made up of biotic and abiotic components. 

Ecotourism Sustainable small-scale tourism, focused on conservation. 

Emergent layer The tallest layer in the tropical rainforest, approx. 40 metres. 

Equator An invisible horizontal line running around the middle of the Earth at 0°N/S. 

Eutrophication The overnutrition of a body of water, leading to increased plant and algal 
growth. 

Fertiliser Chemicals used by farmers to increase crop yield. 

Food chain A diagram to show the direct links between producer and consumers. 

Food web A diagram to show all the interrelationships between producers and consumers 
in an ecosystem. 

Global ecosystem Large-scale ecosystems with a shared dominant type of vegetation, and similar 
climates. They are sometimes called biomes. 

Humid Hot and wet 

Indigenous people 
A group of people native to the region, who lived there before more recent 
settlers. 

Interdependence 
How different parts of an ecosystem are interconnected or are affected by each 
other.  

Kaolin A white mineral used for whitening paper. 

Latitude Distance from the equator. 

Leaching When nutrients in the soil is washed away. 

Lianas Vines in the tropical rainforest that grow across trees. 

Litter Dead organic material 

Nocturnal Animals which are active at night. 

Nomadic Moving from one place to another, rather than living in the same place. 

Nutrient cycling How nutrients transfer between stores in an ecosystem. 

Oasis A small fertile or green area in a desert, usually having a spring. 

Over-cultivation Farming too many crops so that the soil is degraded. 

Overgrazing Grazing too many livestock so that vegetation cannot recover. 

Precipitation Any moisture falling to the ground (e.g. rain, snow, sleet, hail...) 

Predator An animal that eats another animal. 

Producer An organism that makes its own food in an ecosystem, usually through 
photosynthesis. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Selective logging 
The removal of only certain trees (usually older trees) - most trees ae left 
standing. 

Soil erosion The wearing away and removal of soil by wind or water. 

Stone lines Small stone walls along a slope to retain water uphill. 

Subsistence farming Small-scale farming to provide for you and your family. 

Surface runoff The flow of water across the surface of the land, into bodies of water. 

Tap roots A large, long root to reach water deep underground. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


