
YEAR 11 Autumn Term 2: Early Elizabethan England 

 
Key Vocabulary for Lessons 

Subject History 

Year  11 

Unit Early Elizabethan England  

Key Word Meaning 

Courtiers 
Members of the nobility who spent much of their lives with the 

Queen 

Extraordinary Taxation Emergency taxes for things like war 

Militia 
An emergency army made up of ordinary people rather than trained 

soldiers 

Customs duties Taxes from trade 

Legitimate A rightful ruler 

Auld Alliance The alliance between France and Scotland 

Protestant 
Christians who argued against the power of the Pope and created 

their own churches.  

Puritan 
An extremely serious Protestant, they believe only in the contents of 

the Bible.  

Clergy Religious leaders, such as bishops and priests.  

Recusant Someone who refuses to go to Church 

Transubstantiation 
The Catholic belief in the miracle of the bread and wine becoming 

the body and blood of Jesus  

Vestments The colourful robes that Catholic priests would wear 

Crucifix An image of Jesus dying on the cross 

Controversy When there is strong disagreement about something 

Vestments The colourful robes that Catholic priests would wear 

Counter Reformation 
Catholics in England trying to reverse the changes of the 

Reformation 

Papacy The power of the Pope 

Martyr Someone who is killed for their beliefs 

Anointed When holy oil is put on a monarch during their coronation 

The Treaty of 

Edinburgh 

The Treaty that said Mary Queen of Scots would give up her claim 

to the English throne 

Abdicate When a King/Queen gives up their throne 

Earl 
A high-ranking member of English society with a lot of land and 

power 

James Pilkington The Protestant Archbishop of Durham who was hated by Catholics 

Papal Bull 
An order from the Pope 

 

Plot A secret plan to overthrow someone in power 

Excommunicated To make someone an enemy of the Catholic Church 

Spymaster The person responsible for uncovering plots against the monarch 

Surveillance To watch someone closely  

Ciphers A form of secret communication 

Infiltrate To enter somewhere without others knowing 

Commercial Rivalry  Competition between countries for trade 

Privateer A person who is paid by the King/Queen to raid ships 

  



Foreign Policy How a country decides to interact with other countries 

Spanish Fury 

 

When unpaid Spanish soldiers in the Netherlands attacked Antwerp 

and looted the city.   

Pacification of Ghent 

 

Joint demands by the Protestant and Catholic citizens of the Spanish 

Netherlands for the Spanish army to leave.  

Duke of Alençon A French duke, who Elizabeth offered to marry if he helped fight 

Spain. 

Treaty of Nonsuch An agreement between Elizabeth and the Dutch that she would 

intervene directly in the Netherlands.  

Deposed To remove someone from a position of power. 

Cadiz A port city to the south of Spain, where the Spanish Armada was 

being built.  

 

Homework Policy 

• Homework will be set weekly on Teams. 

• It will consist of a series of retrieval questions 

• Fortnightly, students will also be given an additional exam question to answer 
 

 

 

 

Additional Opportunities 

If you wish to further develop your skills and knowledge for History, you can use the following links: 

• GCSEPod: https://members.gcsepod.com/content?subject_id=6018&exam_board_id=1011&topic_id=8596  

• BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z29rbk7  

• Rapid Revision Playlist: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wPYfROu1c9E&list=PL9bgSdxfgbwphrGS2Jv2P3TTZOh8C5wv-  
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